
 

Starting point: 

If you have not heard the sermon, please take the time to go to our website www.vcfj.org and listen to 

it BEFORE you start this small group lesson. It will allow you to take notes along the way and be ready 

for the questions at hand  Remember, this is not an exercise but rather a group discussion to help you 

on our Journey to Greatness.  May the Lord bless your faithfulness.  

 

 

OVERVIEW 

• Define the word “backslider” or “backsliding?” 

• In modern day Christianity, what does the word “backslider” normally describe? 

• Discuss the examples of today’s “backsliding” that Pastor gave with the use of the doctrine of 

“Justification” and the doctrine of “Sanctification.” What are the problems both types of 

“backsliders” have? 

 

 

 

A Spiritual backslider IS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF A SPIRITUAL POWER   

Gal. 3:1-5 

• Why does Paul use the term “bewitched” to describe what happened to the Galatians? 

• What is God’s medicine for “backsliders?” 

• Describe what Paul was getting at when he asked the questions in Gal. 3: 2-3?   

• What was Paul getting at when he asked the questions in Gal. 3:4-5?  

• Why did Paul call the Galatians “foolish?”   

• Why would Paul bring miracles into his argument?  Do you see miracles in your life because of 

obedience to the law or because of the power of God working through faith? 

• What is Paul implying in verses 1-5 about how we continue in the Christian life? 
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A Spiritual backslider IS MYSTIFIED BY THE LAW OF MOSES  

Gal. 3:6-12 

• Pastor explained the “spiritual power” that is still present in many churches today. Discuss the 

problems with the Moral Law, the Civil Law and the Ceremonial Law of Moses. 

• What does Gal. 3:11 tell us about these laws and salvation? 

• We also learned about a “curse” in Gal. 3:10. Discuss what this verse tells us about keeping the 

law? 

• Summarize Gal 3:6-12, Deut. 27:26 and James 2:10.  

• What should we learn from this teaching as Pastor described it? 

 

 

A Spiritual backslider IS IN NEED OF GOD’S MEDICINE  

Gal. 3:13-14 

• What do we learn about the law and faith in v. 12? 

• Re read verses 13-14. Discuss the message Paul is giving about Jesus and the curse of the law? 

(refer to Deut 21:22-23) Discuss the blessing of Abraham (refer to Gen. 12:1-3) 

• Rather than the law, we can receive the grace of God.  What does this grace promise us? 

• Explain the connection between the promise to Abraham, the death of Christ and the Gentiles?  

Is Abraham, the great father of the Jewish race, also our father?   

• Why was Abraham “credited” with righteousness?   

• What truth in verses 13-14 motivate you most to live for God? Why?  

• What is the medicine, the Great Physician, God Almighty provides for everyone?   

 

 

APPLICATION 

• Are these verses still relevant to today’s Christians? 

• Summarize the difference between “works of law” and “faith.” 

• What do these verses tell us about our tendency to give significance to our good works? 

• Does the Holy Spirit come by obeying the law or by believing in what Jesus did? 

• When you talk to your children are you focused more on the law or on the Holy Spirit? 

• How does knowing the Truth, change the way you live? 

• Where are you as a follower of Jesus Christ on this journey? 

• Could it be that without even recognizing it, you have been infected with the Galatian disease of 

backsliding? 


